
Celebrating the United Nations Day | Monday October 26, 2015 

 
This is a symposium to mark the United Nations 70th anniversary. The event is 
organized by the Higher Institute of Political and Administrative Science and the 
Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts. 
 
In times of serious crisis, which conflicts multiply and entangle to become more and 
more complex and difficult creditworthy, the whole world is vulnerable and oscillates 
between survival and suicide, and the Middle East is undeniably in the heart of the 
crater. 
 
To answer the call of the General Secretary Ban Ki-moon that says: “I call on 
Governments and individuals to work in common cause for the common good” may 
seem utopian, yet it is crucial. Working in this direction is now a real emergency. 
 
In this era, known to be the "golden age" of communication, multiple and varied, and 
that covers almost the whole planet, we lack a maturity awakening, clarity and ethics 
in order to get rid of the lethargy status we are immersed in.  
 
Thinking that the social network provides a continuous and transparent bond, does not 
imply that this technical connection compensates for the lack of communication and 
ambiguities arising from the content carried by these networks; The information and 
communication do not fully fill their role, as we are currently far from the "common 
good" the General Secretary is so fond of. 
 
This symposium is about the process to strive for a better harmony. It aims to detail 
various means and actions to respond to the call of the General Secretary, and seeks to 
educate a wide number of people about the numerous advantages of tolerance and the 
multiple benefits of cohabitation.  
 
Learning to accept others despite the complex grid we all bare is critical and 
definitely needs information and communication. 
 
The UN 70th anniversary, celebrated on October 24th, talks about three themes that 
aim for a better world: peace and security, development, and human rights. It 
coincides with the World Development Information Day. It would be interesting to 
expose the role that information and communication can play in favor of the 
rapprochement launched by the G.E. appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program 
 
Presentation: Dr. Darina Saliba Abi Chedid 
 
9:30 am Opening 

• Lebanese National anthem - UN anthem 
• Address by Dr. Georges Yahchouchi, Director of the Higher Institute 

of Political and Administrative Sciences 
• Address by the director of the UNICEF in Lebanon, Mrs. Tanya 

Chapuisa, The UN presence in Lebanon.  
• Address by the Mauritanian diplomat and former senior United 

Nations official, H. E. Mr. Ahmedou Ould Abdullah, The Role of the 
United Nations in Peace Mediations.  

• Screening of the address of UN General Secretary Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
• USEK Medal attribution to UN, in recognition of seventy years of 

support to Lebanon 
• Group photo 

 
10:15 am Panel discussion: Lebanon and the United Nations 
  Moderator: Mme Odile Khoury 
 

• Dr. Vera Baur, The politics of visual representation "war - non peace - 
non war - peace"  

• H.E Mr. Jong-Il Choi, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea in 
Lebanon. "The Diplomatic relation between Korea and Lebanon" 

• Colonel Jin Hyeok Moon, “The Korean Battalion Peace Keeping 
Mission in South Lebanon” 

• Dr. Tony Nasrallah – Researcher at NDU's ILT "Institute of Lebanese 
Thought", leading the research on Charles Malik. Lebanese role in the 
United Nations – Charles Malik 

 
11:45 am Olive tree planting with a memorial plaque in recognition of UN  
  seventy years of support to Lebanon 
 
12:15 am  Exhibition opening 

• “Signs for peace” Civic-City 
 
13:00 pm Lunch 
 
Side activity 

• A large canevas will be disposed in USEK from the 24th till the 26th, 
for visitors, students, teachers and employees to express their vision of 
peace. [This canevas will be used later, first for exhibition, then it will 
be divided into 2 pieces. Each piece would be framed seperately with a 
memorial plaque “UN day, 70 years, USEK logo October 2015” one 
piece will be kept at USEK, and the other, offered to the UN]  


